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PREFACE 
 

 This historical report on the Randolph Friends 

Meeting derived from several influences.  The Morris 

County Historical Society, in conjunction with the 

State of New Jersey and the League of Historical 

Societies, was involved in an inventory of county 

historic sites.  It had also been appointed by the 

Board of Chosen Freeholders to be the official agent 

for the 1976 National Bicentennial.  As a member, I 

was to encourage interest in other societies and in 

Bicentennial committees to participate. 

 As a result of these efforts, Harriet Meeker of 

the Roxbury Twp. Historical Society invited me to a 

society meeting at the Randolph Friends Meeting 

house.  I was impressed in my very first visit.  

Then, James C. Anderson, Randolph Twp. Bicentennial 

representative, urged that I conduct historical 

research into the heritage of Randolph Township. 

 Guilt had its effect also.  I resided at the 

time in an apartment complex on the site of the 

revered Brotherton house and farm.  It seemed only 

too appropriate that I concentrate on this subject 

before other changes could alter the heritage that 

remained. 

 The research was hampered by the lack of local 

records at the Meeting house.  Mr. and Mrs. Seth 

Goodyear, Mrs. Ercel Francis, Mrs. Marion Irving of 

Friends Meeting; the Friends Historical Library and 

Haviland Records Room of New York Yearly Meeting; 

and many local citizens gave much invaluable 

assistance. 
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 The Monthly Meeting records were available from 

the Friends Historical Library at Swarthmore; the 

Preparative Meeting records were found from 1790 at 

the Haviland Records Room in New York; the 

Preparative Meeting records from 1826 were in the 

possession of the Brotherton family; the Kingwood 

Monthly and Rahway-Plainfield Monthly Meetings 

records were found in scattered published sources.  

Deeds were traced from the Morris County Hall of 

Records in Morristown, the Archives Bureau of the 

New Jersey State Library in Trenton, and those still 

held in private hands. 

 Mr. Eugene Cooper of Dover, Leslie Toye of 

Summit and those mentioned above were very helpful 

regarding the Meeting and also Millbrook.  Mr. James 

Brotherton of Freehold was enormously helpful on the 

Brotherton family.  The Morris County Free Library, 

the Morristown – Morris Twp. Public Library, and the 

Summit Public Library each aided in locating useful 

source material. 

 While the records are rather clear and some 

evidence remains, much of the interest in the 

Randolph Friends Meeting derives from legends and 

stories.  The origin of the Meeting, its impact on 

local development, the families uniting in 

preservation, the stop on the Underground Railroad, 

and the cemetery provide interesting topics for 

discussion and further study.  The cemetery is an 

example.  The records show that there were more 

interments than the number of stones present.  One 

local resident said that work had been done which 

removed some older tomb stones.  This story was  
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corroborated by Mr. Cooper and Mr. Elling, but Mr. 

Brotherton was present and did not see such 

happenings.  Mr. Nordberg denies that this happened, 

but that only poison ivy was removed and the stones 

set upright.  Photographs in the Library of Congress 

do not show any stones on one side or in the front 

of the building, as was said, and these photographs 

all date fifteen years before work was done.  A 

story and mystery still exist whether the stones 

from 1758 to 1855 did disappear, or whether they are 

now buried just beneath the surface.  Probably this 

story like others retold in this report reflect only 

partial historical fact mixed with wishful thinking. 

 Nonetheless, whether the facts and conclusions 

expressed in this report are complete and 

satisfactory, this can be established only by the 

reader.  What has been established beyond factual 

doubt is that the Randolph Friends Meeting house is 

an incredible surviving testament to early life in 

Randolph Township, and it is a most important and 

valuable historic landmark worthy of the interest 

and appreciation of all citizens. 

 

 

 

1973  Richard T. Irwin 
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